[Focal subarachnoid hemorrhage and cerebral amyloid angiopathy: a non-fortuitous association].
Cerebral amyloid angiopathy is a degenerative angiopathy due to amyloid deposits in the walls of the meningeal and cortical vessels. It is considered as a major cause of cerebral hemorrhage to the elderly. It was recently demonstrated that the association of focal meningeal bleedings and cerebral hemorrhage is very suggestive of cerebral amyloid angiopathy. In contrast, the links between subarachnoid hemorrhage and amyloid angiopathy are less well-known. We report nine cases of cerebral amyloid angiopathy. The clinical presentation was variable, but all had at least one inaugural meningeal bleeding. As cortico-meningeal biopsies were not performed the Boston criteria were used to establish the diagnosis. Cerebral amyloid angiopathy is an underestimated cause of subarachnoid hemorrhage. Our observations show that this diagnosis should be evoked when focal meningeal bleeding occurs without head trauma or when focal subarachnoid hemorrhage is followed by a subcortical hematoma in an elderly subject.